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General Information

» free and open source software
» available for Windows, Mac OS X, Linux
» http://tla.mpi.nl/tools/tla-tools/elan/
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Introduction

ELAN is a generic annotation
tool for audio and video re-
cordings. Although it is not only
applied in language documen-

tation, sign language and ges-
ture researchers are well represented in the
user community as well, it is an application
that has benefited considerably from the
DoBeS programme. With an average of two
to three major releases per year it has
evolved from version 1.2 to versions 4.x
during the DoBeS life span. During this peri-
od of time an increase in size and quality of
video recordings has been observed, as well
as an increase in the number of levels of
annotation, resulting in new requirements
for the application.

An ELAN window showing two videos annotated on multiple tiers

ELAN is an annotation and transcription tool
that accepts both digitized video and audio
recordings as the basis for annotations. The
most elementary form of an annotation
consists of a textual label attached to a
segment of the primary data, identified by
a begin time and end time. A second type of
annotation is that of an annotation referring
to another annotation.

ELAN supports multileveled transcription.
Each annotation is added to a tier, a con-
tainer for annotations. A transcription can
consist of any number of tiers and tiers can

File Edit Annotation Tier Type Search View Options Window Help

[Grid | Text | Subtitles = Lexicon  Audio Recognizer \Video Recognizer Metadata -Cc:mmls,JI

| w || Translation English 5 ]
> Nr Annotation Begin Time End Time Duration
1 A dog was walking around. When he came across a butcher, he saw a bone. {]'D D{] 00. 630 0o '[J{.'I 10.230 00:00:09.600 [+
2 Hmm, that looked good. A dog was walking around. When he came ac a butcher h awa bone, | 1:990 00:00:01.760
s 3 He looked around carefully, nobody there. vumumzmTrTwewl 5640 00:00:03 630
4 He ran into the shop, took the bone and took off as fast as he could. He ran far away up to the bridge. 00:00:15.660 00:00:21.910 00:00:06.250
5 There he stopped to catch some breath, the bone in his mouth. 00:00:21.920 00:00:24.850 00:00:02.930
6 Water was streaming under the bridge. 00:00:25.000 00:00:27.830 00:00:02.830
7 The dog, still panting, looked into the water 00:00:27.850 00:00:31.180 00:00:03.330
8 Suddenly he was alarmed by what he saw. There in the water was another dog. 00:00:31.370 00:00:33.810 00:00:02.440
9 The dog barked. 00:00:33.820 00:00:35.280 00:00:01.460 I-iL
10 The dog saw that the other dog had a bone as well. 00:00:35.280 00:00:38.280 00:00:03.010 |~
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be grouped hierarchically, i.e. a tier can Simple statistical overviews can be created

have a parent tier and multiple child tiers. for an entire corpus or a part of it and there
are options for adding information to all
files or perform tier-based operations on

them.
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003 | 7o | 1o mdinyf m stz 51 b8 my) you should dance [ihay ted thirty ol em so hatwa willsee) | dance “hey tied hirty anamies” for us ko seal #111 thought 1 she asked (unclear) | lwhat are you climbin, hm #2 I0TR _sample_l rationale: first ten mi of recording very chaotic with much talk in background. From 26 onwards transcription more manageable.
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The Transcription mode for high speed transcription of lin- Import and export of data from and to sev-

guistic data eral other file formats guarantee a certain
level of interoperability with tools that are
often used in language documentation.

Praat, Toolbox and FieldWorks are fre-
quently used in combination with ELAN.

Annotation of recordings has to be per-

formed per file. A corpus typically contains

many annotation documents and ELAN offers

several tools for corpus-based analysis, de- CONTACT ADDRESS

scription and enrichment. The multi-layered Han Sloetjes

corpus search facilitates queries for occur- Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics

rences of a particular word, discontinuous Nijmegen (The Netherlands)

sequences and co-occurring events. The

results are shown in concordance or by fre- han.sloetjes@mpi.nl
quency. http://tla.mpi.nl/tools/tla-tools/elan/






