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Mobilizing the Chaco Languages DoBeS Archive:

from documenting and preserving to networking

The Chaco Languages Project (2002-05) docu-
mented four indigenous languages and cultures
-Mocovi (Guaycuruan), Tapiete (Tupi-Guarani),
Vilela (Lule-Vilela), and Wichi (Mataguayan) - that
have shared the geographical habitat since before
colonial times. Research adopted a multidisci-
plinary perspective encompassing linguistics,
ethnography, visual anthropology, and ethnomu-
sicology. It was carried out by UBA, in collabora-
tion with the Department of Linguistics, MPI-EVA.
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Distribution of the Chaco languages spoken in Argentina. Number
of speakers: Ava Guarani (ca. 10,000); Ayoreo (ca. 4,500); Mo-
covi (ca. 12,200); Nivacle (ca. 14,700); Pilaga (ca. 5,000); Qom
(ca. 40,600); Tapiete (ca. 2,500); Vilela (2); Wichi (ca. 40,000)

Along the lines of this project, since 2006 the
Chaco Languages program in Argentina has been
organized in four main working areas - Archiv-
ing, Research, Training and Consulting - thus
widening language documentation and descrip-
tion to incorporate Ayoreo (Zamuco), Pilaga
(Guaycuruan), and Nivacle (Mataguayan), mo-
bilizing the DoBeS archive in typological re-
search, and deepening the process to build a
South American archive network.

Networking: The Chaco Languages

DoBeS and post-DoBeS outcomes
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